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Washington State Association of Counties
                WSAC 2007 Legislative Priorities


The Washington State Association of Counties 2007 legislative agenda builds on a continuing set of priorities vital to the health of Washington’s 39 counties and adds a set of issues specific to the 2007 Legislative Session.
· Support Sales Tax Streamlining
· Increase Public Health Funding

· Support additional, dedicated and stable funding for local public health services as recommended by the Joint Select Committee on Public Health Financing.
· County Comprehensive Plans/Growth Management
· Support legislation that affirms the authority and discretion each county legislative authority has in adopting County Comprehensive Plans, including the determination of what planning elements are included in GMA Plan “update” and that any appeals to the plan update is limited to those items amended in an update process.

· Real Estate Excise Tax (REET)

· Increase flexibility for infrastructure funding
· Implementation of the housing elements of a comprehensive plan

· Use additional REET in lieu of impact fees as a funding source

· Improve Public Works Contracting Methods

· Reauthorize and expand alternative methods including General Contractor Construction, design build and Job Order Contracting procedures.

· Law & Justice Funding
· Continue and increase funding for District Court Judge Salaries and trial–court indigent defense services, including interpreter services.

· Improve Local Transportation Funding

· Allow counties to impose by council/commission action, a $15-20 vehicle license fee that is shared with cities within the county and dedicated to transportation purposes.
Finally, it is clear that while these are our primary priorities, there are a number of issues and areas, including, but not limited to, Pension Reform and Local government liability for LEOFF 1 post-retirement medical coverage, that will continue to be closely monitored.[image: image2.jpg]—IJ 1906-2006
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