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The bipartisan Joint Select Committee on Public Health Financing recently completed a year-long study of our public health system, and unanimously concluded:

· There are genuine gaps in Washington's public health system.
· The system has deteriorated due in part to uncertain funding that has not kept pace with inflation, population growth and the emergence of new problems.
· The State of Washington should provide $100 million a biennium in dedicated public health funding increases, aimed at specific public health gaps.

· Responsibility and funding for public health should continue to be a partnership between state and local government.
The Committee’s proposal targets gaps in basic local services. Priority areas are:
· Communicable Disease –The most urgent priority statewide.

· Chronic Disease and Disabilities – Promoting healthier personal choices, addressing the greatest drivers of health care costs.
· Healthy Families – Proven programs such as newborn screening and visiting nurse services to prevent illness while saving public funds.
· Environmental Public Health – Safe water, food, air, homes and communities. A built environment that supports health. And preventing diseases transmitted from animals.
· Preparedness for Health Emergencies – Responding effectively to public health emergencies, whether from pandemic disease, earthquake, flood or bioterrorism.

· Access to Care – Working locally and statewide to help people access the health services they need.

· Health Information – Analyzing our citizens’ health to guide prevention efforts and measure the effectiveness of public health.

Accountability would come with the $100 Million biennial increase proposed by the Committee. Specific performance measures are required. These funds will not address all the gaps in our system. With Washington State now ranking 44th in per-capita public health spending, that would take much more. But this measure would produce meaningful improvement.
Public health is basic community service. This well-targeted bipartisan proposal would address basic community needs with accountability and local control. It deserves support even in a time of limited funding.
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