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Note: this document is for public health officials to use as a “message map”.  It is not meant to be copied and left with legislators or elected officials.  Other materials have been developed as handouts.  Please see the WSALPHO website at http://www.wacounties.org/wsalpho/ 
	Main Message
	Underlying Messages

	1. Public health is a basic community service that must be funded.
	1. Public Health services provide the foundation for healthy citizens and communities.

	2. 
	2. The public health system is accountable for specific performance measures linked to key public health indicators.

	3. 
	3. Significant improvement will be achieved for the $100 Million a biennium  in proposed new, dedicated funds.

	4. There are major gaps in Washington's Public Health system.
	Major gaps have been identified in:

1. Communicable disease control

2. Chronic disease and disability
3. Healthy families services
4. Environmental public health
5. Preparedness for health emergencies
6. Access to care 
7. Health information

	5. Public health prevention and protection activities are seriously under funded.
	1. Responsibility and funding for public health should continue to be a partnership between state and local government.

	
	2. The system has deteriorated due to uncertain funding that has not kept pace with inflation and population growth.

	
	3. The state should provide dedicated and predictable pubic health funding increases directed at targeted public health gaps.



