What is Public Health?
· Public Health uses prevention to deal with health threats affecting the community, such as contagious disease or drinking water contamination.

· Public health consists mainly of evidence-based programs addressing well defined problems. 
· Epidemiology (not bureaucracy) is the basic science of public health. Epidemiology is the study of diseases and their control at the community level.

· Public health is not mainly medical care for those in poverty (a common misconception), but a distinct community-oriented form of preventive health care.

· Public health is part of a community’s fundamental infrastructure, like fire protection and law enforcement.  If our core public health services did not exist, communities would have to invent them. Examples:

· Food service inspections, sanitation and drinking water protection – such programs create a level playing field for commerce and development while protecting people from disease.
· TB control, immunizations, disease outbreak investigations, protecting at-risk newborns, smoking prevention – these are proven ways to prevent or reduce health problems that affect not just individuals, but families, businesses and the entire community.

· Preparedness for major health threats such as pandemic influenza, SARS, and bioterrorism is an important aspect of homeland security in every community.

· Local, state and federal funds support locally governed public health departments. Adequate and stable funding is essential to maintain basic public health protection.
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